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Investigating the effect of strategic thinking on the strategic
flexibility and innovation of the organization with the mediating
role of strategic agility and competitive advantage

Mojtaba ghiasi

Abstract

The present study was conducted to investigate the effect of strategic thinking on strategic flexibility
and organizational innovation with the role of the mediating variable of strategic agility and
competitive advantage in the Malayer County Social Security Organization. The study is applied in
terms of its purpose and descriptive-survey research in terms of its data collection method. The
statistical population of the study consists of employees of the Malayer County Social Security
Organization, numbering 45 people. The sample size, which was selected by simple random sampling,
was determined to be 40 people according to the Morgan table. The data collection tool is a
guestionnaire, and content validity methods and CVI and AVE indices were used to measure their
validity. The results showed that the questionnaires have appropriate validity. Cronbach's alpha and
composite reliability were used to measure reliability, and the results showed that each component of
the research questionnaire was higher than 0.7. Data analysis was performed using structural equation
modeling using Smart PLS version 3 software. The results of the study showed that strategic thinking
has a positive and significant effect of 0.205 on strategic flexibility, 0.361 on innovation, and 0.178 on
strategic agility in the social security organization of Malayer County. The results of the study also
showed that strategic thinking has a positive and significant effect of 0.678 on competitive advantage,
0.656 on strategic flexibility, and 0.599 on organizational innovation in the social security organization
of Malayer County. The results of the goodness of fit index of the research model (GOF) were 0.453,
which indicates the strength of the model's prediction. It is recommended that social security
organization managers pay special attention to the improvement and retention of knowledge and the
strategic thinking factor of employees in the organization. The attention of the managers of the Malayer
County Social Security Organization to improving processes in the organization can provide the basis
for achieving maximum client satisfaction and increasing the competitive advantage of employees.
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