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Analysis and Measurement of Factors Strengthening
National Consensus in Elementary School Students

Abstract

National consensus is one of the basic concepts in social cohesion that is formed in
educational institutions from childhood. Also, elementary schools, as the first social
institutions, are an important platform for teaching national values and strengthening social
cohesion. This study, with a qualitative-quantitative approach, analyzed and measured the
factors strengthening national consensus in elementary school students. The statistical
population of the qualitative section was outstanding teachers, subject group leaders, and in
the quantitative section, all colleagues working in elementary school in District ‘of Ardabil,
totaling )+ V. people. In the qualitative section, the purposive sampling method was used and
the sampling process continued until theoretical saturation was achieved; which in the present
study was achieved after conducting Yinterviews. Also, in the quantitative section, due to
the large statistical population, the multi-stage cluster sampling method was used. Thus, first
from the areas of Region Y, then the schools and finally the colleagues working in those
selected schools were selected as our statistical sample. Thematic analysis method was used
to analyze the qualitative data and confirmatory factor analysis method (second order) was
used in the quantitative part. The findings show that several factors, including educational
content, teachers' teaching methods, interactions between students and cultural programs of
schools, play a role in strengthening the sense of national solidarity. And the results obtained
indicate that the values of the path coefficients are greater than +,7and the factor loadings for
all relationships are greater than +,¥. Also, the significance value for all relationships is
greater than Y,%7; which indicates the confirmation of the relationships. On the other hand,
the values obtained indicate the convergent validity and appropriate reliability. Based on
these results, it is suggested that educational policymakers prepare the ground for cultivating
students with a stronger national identity by reforming curricula, strengthening teachers'
interpersonal skills, and designing interactive educational activities.
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