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Abstract

The board of directors is considered as the main pillar of management in any
company, which plays an important role in making decisions and policies of the
company, including the selection of quality auditors. Advancing goals and policies by
the board requires having features that can help improve the performance of the board.
Therefore, the existence of gender diversity as one of the components of the board
structure due to having behavioral indicators, has a significant impact on regulatory
mechanisms and alignment with quality auditors, which is expected to improve the
company's activities. In this regard, in the present study, the effect of board
characteristics on audit quality with respect to the role of gender diversity has been
investigated. Accordingly, information about 106 companies listed on the stock
exchange in a five-year period from 2015 to 2019 has been collected and has been
measured using logistic regression and combined data method. The results of
hypothesis test analysis indicate that the size and independence of board members has
a positive and significant effect on audit quality. This means that with the increase in
the number of board members and independent members, the selection and use of
quality auditing firms will increase. The results also show that gender diversity
strengthens the relationship between size and independence of board members with
audit quality.
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Audit quality, Independence of board members, Gender diversit
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